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Amendments to the claims: 

This lisling of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Tilin g of claims: 

Claims 1-43 (canceled). 

44. (previously presented) A method for facilitating supplier qualification and quality 
management functions in a communications network environment, comprising: 

qualifying suppliers, paits, and technologies in a collaborative network environment 
via a web-based user interface and shared data repository* said qualifying suppliers, parts, and 
technologies including: 

acquiring supplier capabilities, part data, and supplier technology data from at 
least one collaborative source via said web-based user interface, said collaborative source 
including a supplier, a manufacturing representative, and at least one of an electronic catalog 
and a commercial data repository; 

storing acquired data in said shared data repository, said acquired data 
accessible to affected collaborative sources; and 

performing quality management functions via said web-based user interface and 
shared data repository, said quality management functions including at least one of: 

managing identified changes to a supplier product; 

managing process changes proposed by a supplier; and 

assessing quality metric* provided by a supplier. 
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45. (previously presented) The method of claim 44, further comprising 
recommending al least one of a technology, part, and supplier based a purchasing entity's 
requirements via said web-based user interface, 

46. (previously presented) The method of claim 45, further comprising: 
analyzing said acquired data in light of recommendations; 

sclccling a supplier based upon results of said analyzing; and 

providing supplier selection information and notification to affected collaborative 
sources via said web-based user interface, 

47. (previously presented) The method of claim 44, wherein said qualifying suppliers 
further includes: 

auditing a .supplier and submitting results of said auditing to said shared data 
repository, said results accessible to affected collaborative sources via said web-based user 
interface. 

4S. (previously prescnted)Thc method of claim 44, wherein said qualifying 
technologies includes: 

placing a technology survey on the Web, said technology survey accessible to at least 
one supplier, said technology survey associated with an engineering organization related to a 
technology being surveyed; 

accessing a completed technology survey via said web-based user interface by said 
engineering organization; and 

analyzing said completed technology survey and qualifying said at least one supplier 
based on results of said analyzing, 

49. (previously presented) The method of claim 44, wherein said qualifying parts 
includes: 

accessing part qualification data via said web-based user interface; 
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analyzing said part qualification data; and 

qualifying said parts based upon results of said analyzing. 

50. (previously presented) The method or claim 44, wherein said managing proposed 
changes to a supplier process includes: 

submitting a proposed process change Lo said shared data repository by a supplier, said 
proposed process change accessible to collaborative sources affected by said proposed process 
change via said \vcb-b:ised user interlace; 

accessing said proposed process change; 

analyzing said proposed process change; and 

determining whether to accept said proposed process change based upon said 
analyzing. 

51. (previously presented) The method of claim 50, wherein said proposed changes 
include at lensi one of short-term process change, long-term process change, and off- 
specification change. 

52. (previously presented) The method of claim 44, wherein said performing quality 
management functions includes: 

identifying potential problems relating to a supplier; 

alerting affected collaborative sources of said potential problems; 

notifying management; and 

collaborating with said supplier associated with said potential problems for 
determining a resolution; and 

generating a problem rcporl. 
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53. (previously presented) The method oTclaini 52, wherein problem reports arc 
categorized by at least one of: 

supplier; 

problem reports that have been open for more than one month; 

problem reports of a critical nature; and 

problem reports related to a particular final product, 

54. (previously presented) The method of claim 47, wherein said results of said 
auditing include: 

audit schedules, 

comptcted audit listings; and 

oudil reports. 

55. (previously presented) A system for facilitating supplier qualification and quality 
management functions in a communications network environment, comprising: 

a supplier qualification and quality management application executing on a host 

system; 

a web-based user interface provided by supplier qualification and quality management 
application, said web-based user interface operable for collaboratively enabling qualification 
of suppliers, parts, and technologies over a network; 

a shared data repository in communication with said host system; 

a workstation in communication with said host system, said workstation operated by a 
manu factu ring representative; 

a link to at least one supplier over said network, said at least one supplier in 
communication with said host system via said web-based user interface and said network; 
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wherein said collaboratively enabling qualification of suppliers, parts, and 
technologies includes: 

acquiring supplier capabilities, part data, and supplier technology data 
from at least one collaborative source via said web-based user interface, said collaborative 
source including a supplier, said manufacturing representative, and at least one of an 
clcclronic catalog and a commercial data repository; 

storing acquired data in said shared data rcpositoiy, said acquired data 
accessible to affected collaborative sources; and 

performing quality management functions via said web-based user 
interface and shared data repository, said quality management functions including at least one 

managing identified changes to a supplier product; 
managing process changes proposed by a supplier; and 
assessing quality metrics provided by a supplier. 

56. (previously presented) The system of claim 55, wherein based upon a purchasing 
entity's requirements, at least one of a technology, part, and supplier is recommended via said 
web-based user interface. 

57. (previously presented) The system of claim 56, wherein said web-based user 
interface is accessed by a collaborative source for performing: 

analyzing said acquired data in light of recommendations; 
selecting a supplier based upon results of said analyzing; and 
providing supplier selection information and notification to affected collaborative 
sources via said web-based user interface. 
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58. (previously presented) The system or claim 55, wherein said data repository 
stores results of supplier audits, said results accessible to affected collaborative sources via 
said web-based user interface. 

59. (previously presented) The system of claim 55, further comprising a technology 
survey for implementing technology qualification, wherein said qualifying technologies 
includes: 

placing said technology survey on the Web, said technology survey accessible to at 
least one supplier, said technology survey associated with an engineering organization related 
to a technology being surveyed; 

accessing a completed technology survey via said web-based user interface by said 
engineering organization; and 

analyzing said completed technology survey and qualifying said at least one supplier 
based on results of said analyzing. 

60. (previously presented) The system of claim 55, further comprising part 
qualification data stored in .said shared data repository, wherein said qualifying parts includes: 

accessing said part qualification data via said web-based user interface; 

analyzing said part qualification data; and 

qualifying said paits based upon results of said analyzing. 

61 . (previously presented) The system of claim 55, further comprising a process 
change notification, wherein said managing proposed changes to a supplier process includes: 

submitting said proposed process change to said shared data repository by a supplier, 
said proposed process change accessible to collaborative sources affected by said proposed 
process change via said web-based user interlace; 

accessing said proposed process change; 

analyzing said proposed process change; and 
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determining whether to accept said proposed process change based upon said 
analyzing. 

62, (previously presented) The system of claim 61, wherein said proposed changes 
include at leasl one of short-term process change, long-lerm process change, and off- 
specification change. 

63, (previously presented) The system of claim 55, further comprising a problem 
report, wherein said performing quality management functions includes: 

identifying potential problems relating to a supplier; 

alerting affected collaborative sources of said potential problems; 

noli Tying management; 

collaborating with said supplier associated with said potential problems for 
determining a resolution; and 

generating said problem report. 

64, (previously presented) The system of claim 63, wherein problem reports arc 
categorized by at least one of: 

supplier; 

problem reports that have been open for more than one month; 

problem reports of a critical nature; and 

problem reports related to a particular final product. 

05. (currently amended) The system of claim 5847, wherein said results of said 
auditing include: 

audit schedules, 

completed audit listings; and 

audit reports. 
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66. (previously presented) A storage medium encoded with machine-readable 
computer program code for facilitating supplier qualification and quality management 
functions in a communications network environment, program code including instructions for 
causing n host system to implement a method, comprising: 

qualifying suppliers, parts, and technologies in a collaborative network environment 
via a web-based user interface and shared data repository, said qualifying suppliers, parts, and 
technologies including: 

acquiring supplier capabilities, part data, and supplier technology data from at 
least one collaborative source via said web-based user interface, said collaborative source 
including a supplier, a manufacturing representative, and at least one of an electronic catalog 
and a commercial data repository; 

storing acquired data in said shared data repository, said acquired data 
accessible to affected collaborative sources; and 

performing quality management functions via said web-based user interface and 
shared data repository, said quality management functions including at least one of: 

managing identified changes to a supplier product; 

managing process changes proposed by a supplier; and 

assessing quality metrics provided by a supplier. 

67, (previously presented) The storage medium of claim 66, further comprising 
instructions for causing said host system to implement: recommending at least one of a 
technology, part, and supplier based a purchasing entity's requirements via said web-based 
user interface. 

6S. (previously presented) The storage medium of claim 67, further comprising 
instructions for causing said host system to implement; 

analyzing said acquired data in light of recommendations; 
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selecting a supplier based upon results of said analyzing; and 
providing supplier selection information and notification to affected collaborative 
sources via said web-bosed user interface. 

69. (previously presented) The storage medium of claim 66, wherein said qualifying 
suppliers further includes: 

auditing a supplier and submitting results of said auditing to said shared data 
repository, said results accessible to affected collaborative sources via said web-based user 
interface. 

70. (previously presented) The storage medium of claim 66, wherein said qualifying 
technologies includes; 

placing a technology survey on the Web, said technology survey accessible to at least 
one supplier, said technology survey associated with an engineering organization related to a 
technology being surveyed; 

accessing a completed technology survey via said web-bascd user interface by said 
engineering organization; and 

analysing said completed technology survey and qualifying said at least one supplier 
based on results of said analyzing, 

71. (previously presented) The storage medium of claim 66, wherein said qualifying 
ports includes: 

accessing part qualification data via said web-based user interface; 

analyzing said part qualification data; and 

qualifying said parts based upon results of said analyzing. 

72. (previously presented) The storage medium of claim 66, wherein said managing 
proposed changes to a supplier process includes: 
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submitting a proposed process change to said shared data rcpositoiy by a supplier, said 
proposed process change accessible to collaborative sources affected by said proposed process 
change via said web-based user interface; 

accessing said proposed process change; 

analyzing said proposed process change; and 

determining whether to accept said proposed process change based upon said 
analyzing. 

73. (previously presented) The storage medium of claim 72, wherein said proposed 
changes include at least one of short-term process change, long-term process change, and off- 
specification change. 

74. (previously presented) The storage medium of claim 66, wherein said performing 
quality management functions includes: 

identifying potential problems relating to a supplier; 

alerting affected collaborative sources of said potential problems; 

notifying management; and 

collaborating with said supplier associated with said potential problems for 
determining a resolution; and 

generating a problem report. 

75. (previously presented) The storage medium of claim 74, wherein problem reports 
arc categorized by at least one of: 

supplier; 

problem reports that have been open for more than one month; 

problem reports of a critical nature; and 

problem reports related to a particular final product. 
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76. (previously presented) The storage medium of claim 69, wherein said results of 
s;m) auditing include: 
audit schedules, 
completed audit listings; and 
audit reports. 
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pla cing a techno logy s urvey on the Web , sai d technology survey 

access ibl e to at l east one su pplier , said technolo gy sur vey associated with an engineering . 
organ ization rela ted to a t echnology bein g surveyed: 

acces sing a com pleted tech nology survey via sa id w eb-based user 

inle rfno e by said engin eering o rg?mi/.ation; and 

analyzing said completed te chnol ogy survey and qual ifying said at least 

one sunpl i cr ba scd on results of s aid anal yzing: and 

wherein further, said qualifyin g pa rts further includes: 

accessing pari qualificatio n data vi a said web-based user i nterface; 
analyzing said part quali fication data: a nd 

qualifying sa id parts based u pon res ults of said analyzing. 



78, (New) A syst em for facilitat ing supplier qualification and aualit y managcmcnt 
fu nc tionsj U a con unun icati ons net work environment, comp rising: 

_ ^ a supplier qua lification an d qualit y management appl icatio n executing on a host 

system ; 

a web-ba sed user inlcrface provided b y supplier qualification a nd dualit y management 
ap plication, sa id web-base d user interface opera ble for col labora lively enabling qualificatio n 
of sup pliers, part s, an d te chnologie s over a network; 

a shared data , repository i n com munication with said h ost s ystem, the shared data 
reposito ry storin g parL qualifi cation datai 

a workstation in commun ication with said ho st sys tem, said workstation oper ated by a 
ma niifncl urin g rcprescntat iy c; 

a link to at least one supplier oy er said n etwork, said at least one su pplier in 
commu nication w ith sai d host system v ia s aid web-ba sed user interface and said network; 
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where in sa id collaborati vely enabling qualification of suppliers, parts, and 
te chnologies includes: 

, acquiring supplier capabilities, part data, and supplier technology dala 

from at least one collaborative source via said web-based user interface , said collaborative 
source including a supplier, said man ufacturing representative, and at least one of an 
electronic catalog and a commercial data rep ository: 

storing acquired d ata in said shared da ta repository, said acquired data 

accessible tp_a f fected colln^cnatiyc sources; and 

perf ormin g quality managemen t functions via snid web-based user 

inter face and .shared data repositor y, said quality management functions including at least one 
oil 

managing identified changes to a s upplier product; 

managing process changes proposed bv a supplier: and 

asses si ng quality me trics provided by a supplier; and 

a t echnology survey for imp lementing technology qualification, whe rein said 
gualj fying technologies includes: 

placing said technology survey on the Web, said technol ogy surve y acces sible 

to at : Jens t o nc, su pplicr. said te chnology survey associated with an engineering organization 
rein ted lo a technology being surveyed; 

accessing a completed technology survey via said web-based user interface by 

said engineer ing organizal ion: and 

, analyzing said com plet ed technology survey and q ualif ying said at least one 

?ypl}li cr . based on results of said a nalyzing; and 

wherein further, said qualifying parts includes: 
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accessing said part qualification data via said web-based us er 
interface: 

analyzing said part qualificalion data: and 

.qualifying said par ts based upon results of said analyzing. 

79, (New 1 ) A storage medium encoded with machine-readable computer program 
code fo r facil i tating supplier qualification and quality management functions in a 
communications network e nvironment, p ro gram code including instructions for causing a host 
system to implcmciUa mclhod T com prising: 

q ualifying su pp liers, parts, and techno logies in a c ollaborative network environment 

via, a w eb-based user interface and shared data repository, said qualifying suppliers, parts, and 

acquiring su pplier ca pabiliti es, part dat a, and su p plier technology data from at 

least one collab ora tive sour ce via said we b- based user interface, said collaborative source 
incl uding a supplier, a manufacturing representative, and at least one ofan electronic catalog 
iijid a commercial d ata repository: 

_ _ jstqri ng acquired ,da ta |n sa id shared , flata Repository. ,^,iacQujrcd .data 

accessib le to a ffected collaborative sour ces; and 

performing q ualitv management functions via said web-based user interface and 

share d data repository, said quality management functions including at least one of: 

managing identified changes to a supplier product; 

managing process changes proposed by a supplier: and 

assessing quality metrics provided bv a supplier: 

wherein said qualifying technologies further includes: 



15 



PAGE 17/23 1 RCVD AT 4/26/2005 4:17:27 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/9 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:86028601 15 * DURATION pnm-$$):0IM)8 



APR-26-2005 TUE 04:32 Ptl CANTOR COLBURN LLP FAX NO. 8602860115 P. 18 



placii matec ln loho^lir^^lLjl^^-: said tedmologv survey 

accede 

acce ssing ^,j^Jlj2lri?LU^ n o]Qgv survey via said web-based us er 

j ntcrfaccj)yj niri engi neerin g orgjni zatimLaM 

an^JniiMLdcpm 

onc^ippUerl^ 

wherein further , said q u alifyin g pqrts fu rther includes: 

g/.ffv^io jhi^^ via said web-baseduser interface ; 

analyz ing sa id parUjualificiitioii data: and 

qualify ing sa id parls base d upon r e sults of said analyzi ng. 
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